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* Calculated on hiking pace of 2 to 3 MPH and biking pace of 7 MPH.

Route: Tom’s Thumb/Feldspar/Mesquite Canyon/Tom’s Thumb

TOM’S THUMB/FELDSPAR/MESQUITE CANYON LOOP
Feldspar is one of three minerals that make up the granite boulders prominent in this area.  This scenic 
loop route follows along the base of the northern slope of the McDowell Mountains with dramatic views 
of the boulder strewn slopes above.  Watch for wildlife including bobcats, foxes, and the extremely 
elusive mountain lion.  This easy hike also provides good views of Mesquite Canyon and its plethora of 
large native mesquite trees.  In the spring, this area is great for birding.

EASY HIKE

ESTIMATED HIKE TIME:*

30 minutes
ROUND TRIP:

1.1 miles
ELEVATION CHANGE:

150 feet

Route: Marcus Landslide/Marcus Landslide Loop (hikers only)/Marcus Landslide

MARCUS LANDSLIDE INTERPRETIVE TRAIL
This trail provides beautiful vistas to the Verde Valley, Mazatzal Mountains, Four Peaks, Weavers Needle 
and Fountain Hills, and has interpretive signs explaining the origin of the Marcus landslide, one of the 
largest ever discovered in Arizona.  Highlights include tremendous views of the little-seen eastern side of 
the McDowell Mountains and an interesting area of huge boulders left in jumbled piles from the 
tumultuous landslide.  Hikers can take the loop trail on top of the landslide which will add 0.8 mi of 
distance and 200 ft of elevation change.  No bikes and horses allowed south of marker ML25. 

MODERATE HIKE

ESTIMATED HIKE TIME:*

1.5 hours
ROUND TRIP:
3.0 – 3.8 miles

ELEVATION CHANGE:
270 – 280 feet

Route: Tom’s Thumb/Feldspar/Marcus Landslide

FELDSPAR/MARCUS LANDSLIDE OUT-AND-BACK
This moderately challenging route begins with a 278-foot climb followed by a downhill descent through 
a side canyon with challenging dips and curves, ending with an out and back along scenic Marcus 
Landslide.  The return to the trailhead is uphill so plan accordingly. 

EASY BIKE RIDE

ESTIMATED BIKE TIME:*

40 minutes
ROUND TRIP:

4.6 miles
ELEVATION CHANGE:

278 feet

Route: Tom’s Thumb/Tom’s Thumb Spur/Lookout (optional)/Tom’s Thumb

TOM’S THUMB TRAIL TO THE BASE OF TOM’S THUMB
This route is recommended only for the most experienced users. The trail is steep and climbs through 
fantastic boulder formations into an area high in the McDowell Mountains that provides some of the 
�nest views in the Preserve.  Due to the higher elevation and north facing slopes you will encounter 
interesting plants and animals unique to this area.  In the spring, watch for ravens soaring above.  For less 
di�culty, consider setting your destination on one of the four scenic points along the trail.  Extend your 
journey by continuing further on Tom’s Thumb Trail and follow the Lookout Trail to the Lookout 
viewpoint.  From here you get a birds-eye view of Windgate Pass and the interior region of the McDowell 
Mountains.  Not recommended past TT2 for bikes.

VERY DIFFICULT HIKE

ESTIMATED HIKE TIME:*DESTINATION – ROUND TRIP: ELEVATION CHANGE:
Harris’s Hawk Vista – 1.2 miles

Raven Roost Scenic View – 1.6 miles
Vulture View Scenic Point – 2.4 miles

Prairie Falcon Overlook – 2.8 miles
Base of Tom’s Thumb – 4.4 miles

The Lookout – 5.1 miles

30 minutes
45 minutes
60 minutes
75 minutes

135 minutes
180 minutes

307 feet
528 feet
864 feet
871 feet

1033 feet
1045 feet

Route: Marcus Landslide/Rock Knob/Gooseneck/Saguaro Nest/Service Road #1/Gooseneck/Rock Knob/Marcus Landslide

GOOSENECK TRAIL/SAGUARO NEST LOOP
This route provides a classic desert experience with views of distant mountains, and a series of ups and 
downs on the trail.   Once back on Marcus Landslide, there is a short climb up to the trailhead.

MODERATE BIKE RIDE

ESTIMATED BIKE TIME:*

1.3 hours
ROUND TRIP:

9.4 miles
ELEVATION CHANGE:

200 feet

ESTIMATED BIKE TIME:*ROUTE OPTIONS – ROUND TRIP: ELEVATION CHANGE:
Rock Knob Trail Route – 7.0 miles

Boulder Trail Route – 9.2 miles
1 hour

1.3 hours
389 feet
529 feet

MODERATE BIKE RIDE
Route: Marcus Landslide/Rock Knob/Gooseneck/County Park Connector/Pemberton/

GOOSENECK, ROCK KNOB, & MARCUS LANDSLIDE TRAILS TO MCDOWELL 
MOUNTAIN REGIONAL PARK TRAILS
For a longer bike ride consider using a combination of the Marcus Landslide, Rock Knob, and Gooseneck 
Trails to access the trail network in the adjoining McDowell Mountain Regional Park. Please be aware that 
Maricopa County charges a fee to enter the Park.

Boulder/Marcus Landslide

Rock Knob/Marcus Landslide
OR

For more information, go to ScottsdaleAZ.gov 
and search ‘Preserve’

! ! !

These markers are posted 
throughout the Preserve and are 
labeled on the map. Reference the 
nearest marker to assist 
emergency personnel in 
identifying your location.

Trail segments are divided 
between emergency markers and 
labeled with the length in miles. 
Add the segments together to 
determine the total length of your 
route.

Use these labels to understand the 
elevation change (gain or loss) 
between trail segments and 
determine the level of di�culty 
you will experience along the trail.

HOURS

TRAIL GUIDELINES

MARICOPA TRAIL

TRAIL SEGMENTS

EMERGENCY MARKERS

ELEVATION ABOVE SEA LEVEL

This 315 mile trail loops the 
Phoenix Metro area and links nine 
of Maricopa County’s Regional 
Parks. For more info please visit: 
Maricopa.gov/parks/MaricopaTrail.

PLAN YOUR ROUTE

Dogs must be on a leash at all 
times. Please pick up after your 
dog. There is no Poop Fairy.

The Preserve is open only during 
daylight hours. Nighttime use is 
reserved for the wildlife.

Please be courteous and share the 
trail. When in doubt, give others 
the right of way.

EM
ER

GENCY MARKER

TT1

Bicyclists and trail runners should 
travel at safe speeds and yield to 
all others. Slow down and 
announce your approach. 

Yield to horses. Sudden 
movements or loud noises could 
startle them.

Motorized vehicles, including 
electric bicycles, are prohibited.

Protect the Preserve. Stay on the 
trail, avoid wet or muddy trails and 
do not disturb or remove plants, 
rocks or animals.

ParkingIA

Peaks#

!. Scenic Points

Emergency Markers

Streets

# High Voltage Towers

Trails

! ! ! Maricopa Trail

bcdpf No Parking

Preserve Boundary

(1,124’)

0.5

REMEMBER TO BRING

*Bring ample water for you AND your dog. When your water is half gone, turn around.

water* hiking shoes map sunscreen phone hat

H O2

Trailhead Addresses

Gateway
18333 N. Thompson Pk. Pkwy.

Lost Dog Wash
12601 N. 124th St.

Quartz
10215 E. McDowell Mt. Ranch Rd.

Ringtail
12300 block of N. 128th St.

Sunrise
12101 N. 145th Way

Tom's Thumb
23015 N. 128th St.

WestWorld
15939 N. 98th St.

City of Scottsdale
McDowell Sonoran

Preserve

Detailed AreaDetailed Area

SOUTHERN REGION TRAILS TOM’S THUMB TRAILHEAD


