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Dear Community Partner, 
	 As another incredible year comes to 
a close, allow me to thank you for your 
continued support of the McDowell 
Sonoran Conservancy. This past year, we 
saw COVID-19 begin to appear in the rear-
view mirror, and we finally returned to full 
and expanding operations. Our stewards 
were back out in the McDowell Sonoran 
Preserve in full force educating and 
engaging the over 1 million annual visitors 
to ensure they enjoyed the Preserve safely. 
	 The Conservancy team—which has 
grown to 16 full-time staff and 700+ 
volunteer stewards—could not accomplish 
its critical work without support from 
generous donors like you. You make it 
possible for us to expand awareness of the 
importance of natural open spaces like the 
Preserve, and to educate our community 
so they will continue to protect it. 
	 I hope you enjoy learning about some 
of the advancements the Conservancy 
has made this year. For example, the 
Sonoran Education Center reorganized to 
more effectively teach with new programs 
like Expedition Days On The Road, which 
reached over 5,500 students—many from 
Title 1 schools—in its first year.
	 The Parsons Field Institute has 
continued its critical research, developing 
insights into the current health of our 
unique Sonoran Desert, while learning 
what is needed to ensure that its delicate 
ecosystem will thrive long into the 
future. We’ve engaged partners like 
Intel, Northern Arizona University 
(NAU), and even local high school 
environmental clubs, to  
help us increase our impact 
without increasing our cost. 
	 Excitingly, we’ve added 
four new butterflies to our 
species list, are tracking 
22 Sonoran desert 
tortoises, and are 
planning wildlife 

camera projects to better understand 
how human factors affect wildlife’s use of 
the Preserve. 
	 We are excited to continue pushing 
forward, expanding our reach to impact 
more local and global communities. 
Donors like yourself empower every facet 
of the Conservancy, and we are deeply 
appreciative of your commitment to our 
mission, and to natural open spaces. 
	 It remains my honor and privilege 
to lead this organization. Please 
enjoy reading about the great 
strides we have made in the 
past year thanks to your 
dedicated support of 
the McDowell Sonoran 
Conservancy, where 
science is in  
our nature.

Justin Owen, CNAP
Chief Executive Officer
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Science

	 In order to preserve and protect a space, we 
need to understand what is there and whether it 
is healthy. But how do you assess the health of an 
ecosystem? Like the human body, there are things we 
can measure, such as the temperature or heart rate, 
that can give us indicators of health. In the same 
way, measuring biodiversity and monitoring sensitive 
species can provide us with critical information about 
the health of the McDowell Sonoran Preserve and 
Sonoran Desert ecosystems. Just as a doctor would 
not rely on one indicator alone to assess the health 
of a patient, we measure multiple indicators over 
periods of years to tell us about the overall health of 
the ecosystem, and whether it is changing. 
	 What happens when we find that something is 
out of balance, or is not in a state of health? Two 
excellent examples of this on the Preserve are 
degraded areas and invasive species. Degraded 
areas are pieces of land that have been damaged 
by human use, such as camping, vehicle use, or 

unauthorized trailblazing. Invasive species, in our 
case buffelgrass and fountain grass, have negative 
effects on the native plants and animals and result 
in devastating wildfires. Our restoration and invasive 
species projects directly address both of these to 
help create a healthier Preserve and benefit all open 
spaces in the Sonoran Desert. Open desert spaces  
do not exist in isolation, they affect each other 
through movement of plants, animals, and people. 
Therefore, our solutions cannot be carried out 
in isolation. All of our work reaches beyond the 

Science Goal: Conduct  
ecological research through 
partnerships and Citizen  
Science to inform long-term 
natural resource management 
of the Sonoran Desert. 
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boundaries of the Preserve by sharing data 
with national and international organizations 
and bringing our results to other organizations 
through presentations and scientific publications. 

Ongoing Projects
Bats
Bats are highly sensitive to ecological changes, 
making them an excellent indicator of health. Not 
only that, but they provide excellent mosquito 
control. This year we completed three-years 
of data collection on bat emergence counts, 
acoustic monitoring, and captures. We made the 

discovery that a regionally sensitive bat species, 
the Townsend’s big-eared bats, were using a 
decommissioned mine as a maternity roost, 
where they birth and care for their babies. The 
Townsend’s big-eared bat is easily disturbed by 
humans, and has special roost requirements. It is 
very rare to find their roosts, so it is an incredible 
opportunity to study and protect the species. In 
May 2022, we captured, assessed, and released 
41 lactating or pregnant female Townsend’s  
big-eared bats. Based on the three years of data, 
we have confirmed that they return to the mine 
year after year. Now that the maternity roost is 
confirmed, we will focus on long-term monitoring 
and maintaining a healthy Townsend’s big-eared 
bat population, which will be important for us, 
our neighboring parks and Preserves, and the 
neighboring communities.  

Butterflies
Butterflies are also highly sensitive to changes 

in climate and human activity, making them 
an excellent indicator. We completed another 

successful year of butterfly surveys, adding 
four new species to our list. In the fall survey 
we added the Mexican yellow, the tailed orange, 
and the violet-clouded skipper. In the spring, we 
added the golden-headed scallopwing, for a total 
of 59 butterfly species detected in the Preserve 
so far. We continue to add our data to the regional 
butterfly database, NABA, and work with our 
research partner to analyze and compare our data 
with other surveys in the region. Preliminary results 
suggest that the number of butterflies counted is 
related to previous monsoon precipitation.

Birds
One of the longer running biodiversity projects, 
the bird survey, celebrated 8 years of data 
collection, learning, and documentation. In the 
Spring of 2022, we added the 188th bird species 
to our list: the Calliope hummingbird. Monitoring 
efforts for the threatened Gilded Flicker continue, 
with 38 individuals being sighted across surveys. 
As a qualifying species for Important Bird Area 

designation, the Preserve is continuing to 
vigilantly document sightings of this species, 
particularly during breeding season if they are 

science is in our nature
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spotted in pairs. By reporting sightings to the Arizona 
Important Birds Area Program, we hope to see the 
Preserve awarded this designation. 

Amphibians
Amphibian surveys wrapped up in Summer 2022, after 
eight years of data collection and the confirmation of 
the five target desert anuran species on the Preserve: 
Couch’s spadefoot toad, red-spotted toad, Great Plains 
toad, Sonoran desert toad, and Woodhouse’s toad. 

Our next step is to determine what kind of drought 
conditions would negatively impact these populations, 
and what could be done to ameliorate those conditions. 
Very little is known about the conservation of these 
species, and a better understanding will help the 
Preserve and partner organizations adapt their 
management practices to conserve these species. 

Wildlife Corridors
The goal of the project is to monitor wildlife populations 
over time, detect any changes in wildlife populations 
(particularly declines), and understand the natural and 
human-caused stressors that cause these changes 
over time.  Human-caused factors include urban 
development, urban noise, human recreation and 
climate change. This year we launched a new and 

expanded project to monitor wildlife corridors with new 
trail cameras and updated protocols. We now have 
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60 camera sites distributed across the entire 
Preserve, which will be monitored twice per year. 
This will greatly expand the information we are 
able to get while pinpointing the most critical 
times per year. Having this large a sample size 
will allow other organizations to use the data to 
better understand their own wildlife populations 
and how they are impacted by these factors. 

Sonoran Desert Tortoise
Sonoran Desert Tortoises are a sensitive 
species, and our radio telemetry project is 
helping us better understand their barriers to 
movement, habitat needs, and health. Since the 
beginning of the project, we have attached radio 
transmitters to 22 Sonoran desert tortoises and 
are monitoring their movements from spring 
until fall. We have tagged a total of 45 tortoises 
with identifying labels, including those that 
are outfitted with transmitters. This allows us 

to identify individual tortoises so we can track 
their health. The tortoise team has had ongoing 
training to ensure best practices when handling 
tortoises, reducing risk of cross-contamination 
between tortoises therefore mitigating the 
spread of disease. All marked tortoises have  
been healthy and well. 

Desert Restoration 
In past years, the Conservancy worked hard to 
identify areas of the Preserve that had been 
degraded and in need of restoration. Additionally, 
we have been working with partner scientists 
to test different restoration methods in the 
field, such as different seed treatments, soil 
treatments, and biocrust. This past year we built 
upon this foundation by continuing our work on 
biocrust with our partners from Northern Arizona 
University, and continuing our restoration 
experiments with the United States Geological 

Service. With our NAU partners, we collected 
approximately 80 gallons of soil and soil crust 
and transferred it to Scottsdale Community 
College to be “grown out” in their greenhouse. 
This soil crust, once it is grown out, can then be 

re-distributed on restoration sites in the Preserve 
and in other areas that require restoration. 
We also took part in another NAU biocrust 
experiment to see if placing bio crust in “pellet” 

form would help it grow under natural conditions. 
With the USGS RestoreNet experiments, we are 
testing different ways of seeding and creating 
structures that protect seeds and create 

microclimates. Everything we learn will be used 
to restore the degraded areas on the Preserve, 
other areas in the valley, and will have worldwide 
implications for restoration of arid lands and 
human health. 

Invasive Species 
The Preserve has an estimated 1,500 acres 
of invasive buffelgrass and fountain grass, 



both of which contribute to wildfire and decrease 
biodiversity. However, ongoing efforts to map and remove 
these grasses, with strong partnerships between the 
Conservancy, the City of Scottsdale, and the Arizona 
Department of Forestry and Fire Management, has given 
us the tools to fight it. This year, a small but dedicated 
team of stewards committed approximately 1,200 hours to 
removing over 100 acres of invasive grasses. In addition, 
we partnered with the City of Scottsdale to create a 

joint five-year, strategic plan to build our resources and 
drastically increase the treatment of these invasive 
grasses. The combination of the previous work and this 
strategic plan allowed us to apply to the Arizona Forestry 
and Fire Management Invasive Species grant program, 
which awarded $192,000 to the City of Scottsdale to hire 
professional crews that can magnify our efforts. With the 
Conservancy and the crews combined, we plan to remove 
485 acres in the coming year. 
	 In the past year we wrapped up one of our 
experimental studies that tested and determined best 
practices for removing fountain grass. We published a 
peer-reviewed paper in an open access format so that it 
would be a free resource for land managers. You can find 
the publication here: https://doi.org/10.1007/s10530-
022-02879-3.
	 We continued our collaboration with Intel to develop 
artificial intelligence (AI) software capable of identifying 
invasive species from photo images taken from a drone. 
The results are promising and Intel will pilot more drone 
flights this spring. Once the AI software is fully trained, it 
will be able to detect bufflegrass and fountain grass from 
drone imagery of very difficult to traverse locations, saving 
hundreds of hours of human labor in finding these species. 
This technology has worldwide implications for detecting 
and managing fountain grass and bufflegrass. 
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Education
Education Goal: Inspire,  
develop, and support  
environmental stewardship 
of the Sonoran Desert and 
natural open space through 
impactful education.  

Education is in Everything We Do
At the McDowell Sonoran Conservancy, education 
is interwoven into everything we do. We know that 
if we are going to keep the Preserve and our open 
spaces safe and sustainable in perpetuity, we 
need the continuing support of an engaged and 
informed public. 
	 This year, stewards, staff, and partners worked 
together through the Sonoran Education Center to 
reorganize, update, and revamp the way we engage 
with and educate the public through our various 
programs. The new Steward Education program 
became the focal point of the steward-education 
journey—providing stewards with the tools they 
need to continue building their knowledge of the 
Preserve and the Sonoran Desert—and was shared 
with the public. The new Community Engagement 
program helped us reach new audiences 
and introduce the broader community to the 
Conservancy, and what we do, by participating in 
community events and festivals. 
	 Another new program, Youth Education, 
combines science with curriculum-based, hands-
on learning to engage K-12 students to love, and 
care for, the Sonoran Desert.  
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“My favorite part was the food chain. I learned that if we don’t 
have water, a lot of wildlife would be gone.” ~ Faith, 3rd grade

“How do you make learning so fun!?” ~ Zoe, 4th grade

“Thank you for teaching us about the animals in the Sonoran 
Desert. I learned that if the Sonoran cactus dies, it hurts the 
ecosystem” ~ Arion, 3rd Grade

From Our Students:



Expedition Days Suite
Over the past year, we added an important component 
to our Expedition Days offerings—Expedition Days on 
the Road. This program fills a critical gap and allows 
us to reach more underserved students by bringing 
Expedition Days to the schools that are too far away 
from the Preserve for students to visit. Although the 
Covid-19 spike in the winter and early spring meant 
we had to postpone our live event, this smaller, more 
mobile program allowed us to continue reaching 
students. In our first year alone, we reached 1,141 
students—many of whom are from Title 1 schools. 
Combined with Expedition Days Online, we reached 
over 2,500 students in the spring and summer. 

Bajada Explorers
This year we piloted our first middle-school 
program, Bajada Explorers. This program was 
created through a unique collaboration between a 
cohort of Scottsdale Unified School District middle 

school science teachers and the Conservancy. The 
teachers received a grant from the school district 
to visit the Preserve, learn about our Parsons Field 

Institute studies, and develop lesson plans for a field 
trip based on the studies. They then worked with the 
Conservancy to bring their 7th-grade classes to the 
Bajada Nature Trail to become scientists for a day, as 
they made observations and collected data along the 
nature trail. 643 students visited the Preserve through 
this program, many for the first time in their lives. 

Living Labs
This past year we began plans for an immersive, 
science-based high school program we are calling 
the Living Labs program. The concept is for the 
students to gain experience with ecological 

restoration through caring for a restoration plot—or 
“living lab”—on their high school campus, while also 
assisting in the restoration of spaces in the Preserve. 
This program will bring together science and 
education in the most tangible way, by allowing high 
school students to participate directly in restoration 
and research. 
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“Thank you for providing engaging lessons! My students had a 
blast. I loved that you came to our school and provided great 
standard-based lessons.” ~ Public School Teacher

“My students were 100% engaged. They loved every second of 
the presentation.” ~ Public School Teacher

“Wonderful activities and presentations. All students were fully 
engaged and participating. We appreciate you coming to our 
school! Thank you.” ~ Public School Teacher

9

From Our Teachers:
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Stewardship
Stewardship Goal:  
Train and equip 700+ volunteer 
stewards with the knowledge, 
tools, and structure needed to 
discover, learn, and ultimately 
teach people to be stewards  
of the land.

Stewardship, Conservancy Style
This year we were excited to be back at full 
strength with all of our pre-Covid programs, while 
continuing with some of our innovative creations 
from the past two years.
	 We were able to welcome over 100 new  
stewards into the Conservancy who contributed 
thousands of hours. We also continued to engage 
our existing stewards as we focus on one of the 
foundations of our steward program: educating 
ourselves so we can engage and educate others.

	 One of our long-held ambitions is to impact 
more communities. Understanding different  
communities’ needs and desires are key to designing 
and delivering programs that are impactful for 
them. With that in mind, we created a new  
Community Engagement program that will allow 
us to reach an expanding number of communities. 
Until now, the majority of our programming has 
been in the McDowell Sonoran Preserve, but with 
much of our programming going mobile, we hope 

to bring it into additional communities. 
	 Cultural resources help us understand and 
appreciate those who lived here before us. The 
protection of those resources remains key for us. 
You will remember from last year’s report that we 
had begun our Site Steward program with the first  
six sites. This year, we identified and started 
monitoring another six sites. We appreciate the 
support of both Arizona’s State Historic Preservation 
Office and the City of Scottsdale and have more 
eager stewards ready to engage in this initiative 
once we are able to further expand.

	 After a successful pilot in the spring of 2021, 
we restarted our Trailhead Ambassador program 
at all major trailheads. We also changed the focus 
of our foot, bike and equestrian patrollers so that, 
along with checking trail conditions, they now serve 
as trail ambassadors, offering tips to ensure safe 
and enjoyable visits along with recommendations 
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on hiking and biking routes. This provides a very 
visible and consistent presence in the Preserve for 
the growing number visitors. This year alone they 
engaged over 100,000 people.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 If you ever wonder why the Preserve trails are 
in such great condition, look no further than our 
construction and maintenance stewards. Our trail 
ambassadors submit reports on trails in need of 
repair, and our trail crews then work closely with the 
City of Scottsdale to remedy any issues and plan for 
future needs. We continually receive compliments 
on the great conditions of the trails and thank our 
hard-working team for their efforts.  
	 We believe our model of stewardship is unique. 
Without our amazing stewards, we would not be 

able to deliver such a wide array of programs such 
as those that: engage youth and adults, provide 
visitor safety and support, maintain trails, engage 
non-scientists as citizen-scientists, offer guided 
walks, hikes, and bike rides, and much more. In 
addition to generously donating their time, our 
stewards are also financial supporters and donated 
over $200,000 this year.

	 Without supporters like you, the Conservancy 
would not be able to deliver these important services 
that make such a profound impact on both visitors 
and our community.
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The McDowell Sonoran Conservancy currently has 700+ stewards. In 2022, 
these stewards provided 61,000+ volunteer hours, representing a value of over 
$1,700,000—the equivalent of almost 50 full-time staff.

Statistics



What’s New

15

Camino Campana 
A brand new interpretative trail 
was installed at the Fraesfield 
Trailhead in October of 2021.  
The trail is named after Sam 
Katheryn Campana—Scottsdale’s 
first female mayor, and a  
dedicated steward of the 
McDowell Sonoran Preserve.

Jane Rau Interpretive 
Trail at Browns Ranch
We also partnered with the City of 
Scottsdale to redesign the signage 
on the Jane Rau Interpretive Trail 
at Browns Ranch in celebration 
of Jane’s 100th birthday. The 
new theme for this trail is “a 
desert refuge” as a walk on this 
trail reveals a desert refuge that 
protects native plants and animals.  
Keep your eye out for new signage 
coming soon.

Free Public Walks
For many years, we have offered a 
wide array of free public hikes and 
bike rides, both educational 
and for fitness. This year, we 
introduced even more walks on the 
interpretive trails. Most are less than 
a mile and last only 90 minutes, and 
they are full of educational and 
fun facts! These have proved so 
successful that we are adapting 
more of our long-range offerings 
into walks so more people can join 
us to learn about this amazing  
ecosystem we call home.
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Financials
Statement of Financial Position
FY 2022 - For the year ended June 30, 2022
		

CURRENT ASSETS			 

	 Cash	 $ 853,755	

	 Other Assets	 $ 43,992	

	 Investments	 $ 334,235	

	 Fixed Assets	 $ 534,891	

	 Contributions Receivable	 $ 1,112,426		

	 Long Term Pledges Receivable	 $ 98,672	

	 Total Assets	 $ 2,977,971	

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS		   

	 Current Liabilities	 $ 98,289	

	 Long Term Liabilities	 $ 368,127	

	 Net Assets Without Donor Restrictions	 $ 437,405	

	 Net Assets With Donor Restrictions	 $ 2,074,150	

	 Total Liabilities and Net Assets	 $ 2,977,971	
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Statement of Activities 
FY 2022 - For the year ended June 30, 2022
		

REVENUES			 

	 Contributed Volunteer Services	 $ 1,617,791	

	 Individual Contributions	 $ 1,065,334		

	 Corporate and Events	 $ 71,550	

	 Foundations and Grants	 $ 476,214	

	 Program Services	 $ 116,900	

	 Other Income	 $ 4,298	

	 Total Revenues	 $ 3,352,087	

EXPENSES	 	  
	 Program Services	 $ 2,420,700	

	 Fundraising	 $ 554,598	

	 Administration	 $ 550,151	

	 Total Expenses	 $ 3,525,449	

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS	 $ (173,362)				  

NET ASSETS	  	  	  

	 Beginning of the Year	 $ 2,684,917	

	 End of the Year	 $ 2,511,555			 



18

For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2022

The Conservancy is grateful for the many people, companies, and  
organizations that supported our work through donations from 
July 1, 2021 through June 30, 2022. This list includes multi-year  
donations indicated at the full multi-year investment.  Every effort  
has been made to ensure that this list is accurate, yet due to space 
constraints, we are only able to include those who contributed $25 or 
more. Regardless of the amount, your contribution helps us preserve and 
advance natural open space through science, education and stewardship.
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Deborah Wagner
Ashley Warriner

Leona and Howard Weinstein
Robert Welborn
Keith and Florence Wibel
Allan and Diana Winston
Art Winter
Suanne Woo
Darrel Wood
Elizabeth and Steve Young
Glen and Connie Zabel
Joe Zazzera
Steven Zelikovitz
Reid and Patti Ziegler
John Zikias

Friends ($25 - $249)
Susan Abbotts
Michael Ace
James and Gina Aiken
Jo Ellen Alberhasky
Mary Julia and Greg Albert
Jim and Barbara Aldeman
Sharon and Rich Allen
Stuart and Cindy Alt
John Altorfer
Roger Anders
Kathe Anderson
Leanne Andreasen
Marie and Dale Andres
Julia Andrews
Lisa Andrews
Maryanne Annan
Joseph and Barbara Anshell
Andrew Antenen
David and Elizabeth Arriola
Marsha Asta
Libby Atkinson
Joel Aven
Rochelle and Barry Bader
Gail and Mike Baer
Michele and William Baird
Katherine Baker
Janelle Bakke
Kathryn Balcerski
Jane Barton
Gretchen and Jeffrey Barylak
Cary and Kay Bass
Alice and Jim Bauder
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Brian Baumann
Juli and Keith Baumgartner
Kevin Beach
Carol and Martin Bean
April Beauboeuf
Donita Beckham
Richard and Alice Bednarski
Jeremy Bell
David and Nancy Bellama
Hamid bellout
Dennis Bence
Fred Benedict
Emma Benenati
Steven Berkley
Bill and Elma Bernert
Robert and Paula Bernier
Thomas and Janet  Betts
Michael Biehl
Nancy and Joe Bill
Kathy and Tony Biskupski
Katie and Tom Black
Douglas Blakeley
Cathy Blazer
Barbarajean Blodgett
Joseph Bloom
Kate Bloom
Erin Bluem
Jan Blum
Kelly Boehmer
Jennifer Bondi
Martha and Spencer Bonnie
Susan and Richard Bookspan
Tom and Holly Borgman
Pam Bork
Susan Bottiggi
Richard Bourke
Michael Brace
Kim and Greg Brant
Denise Brasile
C Edward Brice
Louise and Greg Bridges
Janice Brinker
Betsy and Kent Bro
Ann Broadwell
Lee and Eileen Brodsky
Arlene and Keith Bronstein
Robert and Beverly Brooks
Scott Brooks

Rachael Brown
David and Laurie Buell
Shelley and Wayne Bumgardner
Barbara and John Burgess
Helgard Burri
Mary Burritt
Dan Buskirk
Catherine Byers
Keith Cahill
Bradley and Joann Campbell
Susan Campbell
Howard and Carol Caplan
Michael Caporali
Frank and Rita Cardello
Elizabeth Carey
Hal Carlson
Janet Carmichael
Mark Carr
Klaudene Carranza
Angela Carroll
Cindy Carter
Frank Casanova
Robert and Janet Casciola
Patrick & Jakki Casey
Rory Cassedy
Mary Caton
Pete and Diana Chasar
Michael Cherry
Jordan Chester
Tom and Diane Child
Kim and Bob Chmel
Greg Chmielewski
Richard and Susan Chrisman
Charles L Christensen
Beverly and William Christie
Pam and Ed Chu
John Cirucci
Pamela Cissik
Gina and John Clark
Jesse Clark
Trudy and Ralph Clifft
Susan and Gary Cline
Lynn Cogburn
Robin Colburn
Joe Colianni
Lisa Collins
Lisa and Angel Colmenares
Catherine Colyer
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Patricia and Lou Comus
Nancy Conover
Mary Contreras
Paul Conway
Crystal Cooley
Sydney Cooley
Mike Cornelison
Stephen Cornils
Kelly Corsette
Nicholas and Lauren Coury
Karen Cox
Thomas Cox
Robert Crawford
Chris and Lana Crum
Hannah Cummiskey
James and Gretchen Curtis
Michael Czerwinski
Doris and Richard Dale
Marcia Dalton
Beverly Damore
Jeanne Danaher
Dana Darden
David and Karen Davis
Diane and Fred Davis
Todd Davis
Ethel De Marr
Amanda Dean
John Deangelo
Alpha Delap
Kathryn Dennis
Scott Dennison
Kristen Dezso
Julie Dierksheide
Carolyn and Sal DiFonzo
Robert Dixon
Elizabeth Dobler
Sondra and Michael Dorman
Jennifer Dosier
Margaret Douglas
John Dowling
Tammy Down
Clare Doyle
Heather Draganescu
Amy Drake
Drew Drazin
Julius Drelick
James Dublinski
Lili and Arthur Duquette

Anita and Curt Durham
Steve Dworman
Barb Dwyer
Terry Dykshorn
Dennis and Patricia Eckel
Caroline and Gilbert Eckler
Mark and Dee Ecklund
Audrey Edwards
Griff Ehrenstrom
Linda Eikenberry
Gene and Delores Eilers
Michael Emen
Richard Emery
Geriann Engle
Melissa Enriquez
Iris and Harvey  Epstein
Stephen and Laurel Epstein
Randy Eschels
Dave Ettelson
Alison Ewing
Pamela Ewing
Shirley Eyden
Mike Fagen
Keri Falconer
Matt Farber
Christine and Robert Farrington
Nancy Feiring
Robert Felderman
Marlene Feldman
Scott Feldman
Dave and Lisa Feltrin
Robert Fenerty
Edward and Gail Ferguson
Robin Ferguson
Steve and Karen Fiala
Dale Fine
Julia Fink
Bernie Finkel
William Fletcher
Linda Folden
Michael Foley
Natalie Forbort
Sue and Brian Force
Anna Foret
Stephanie Forrest
Pamela Forrester
Jeffrey Fortescue
Larry Foster
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Sharon Fox
Barbara and Peter  Frank
Cindy and Stanley  Freimuth
Amanda and Zach Frein
Robert Freund
Kathy Fridovich
Kimberley and Matthew Friedman
Michael Friedman
Joyce Friel
Christine Fritsch
Lauren Frushour
Steven Fuchs
Barbara and Fred Fuhs
Greg Furrier
Laura Gallagher
Mary and John Garbaciak
Dee and Colin Gardner
Robert Gardner
Elliott and Harriett Gartner
Michael Garvey
Ronald Gass
Mark Gauger
Mitchell Gaynor
Amy Geils
Donald Gelfand
Dennis Genge
Joseph and Elaine Geoghegan
Amy and Tim George
Phil Gerisilo
Jennifer Giacoppo
Tim Gibbons
Derek Gibbs
Anthony Gibson
Barbara Gierer
Ruth Gifford
Julie Giglio
Jill and John Gilbert
Jane Gladwin
Joanne Goldberg
Alisa Goldblatt
Leah Goldman
Susan and Richard Goldsmith
Linda and Andrew Gorkis
Robert Gorman
Yvonne Graber
Susan and Henry Graef
Michele Graves
Melissa Guardaro

Rebecca Guest
Tony Guiterman
Melinda Gulick
Nancy Gunder
Rosemary Haas
Judy and Evan  Haft
Mary and William Hagen
Sev Hagopian
Terri Hale
Al Hallberg
Steve and Susan Halstedt
Ina Hamden
Valarie Hamm
Bradley Hanson
Mark Hanson
Dennis and Marilyn Harkins
Terri Harris
M Edwyn Harrison
Nicholas and Christine Hartmann
Robert and Gwendolyn  Harwood
Hope Hatherly
Mary and David Haumesser
Karl Haviland
Kathe Hayes
Gordon Haynes
Marge Heine
Nina and William Heiser
Janice Heller
Virginia and Thomas Helm
Jason Henderson
Toney Hermes
Justin Herring
Rachel Hewitt
Judith and Joe Hickey
David Hill
June and Ben Hilliker
Tom and Lou Ann Hillman
KellyAnne Hjort
Stephanie Hoffman
Janice and Martin Holden
Kevin Holly
Linda Holman
William Horsfall
Mary Horton
Kimberly Huck
Mel and Jim  Hund
Karen Hunnicutt
Kenn Hunter
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Andrew Hussung
Mark and Gayle Huston
Scott and Nancy  Idzorek
Mary Sue and Jim Ingman
Leslie Ireland
Susan Iwasiuk
Douglas and Pam Jabour
Bill and Karen Jackson
Lisa Jackson
Mary Jacob
Mary Beth and Jim Jansen
Mike Jenkins
Jeff Jennings
April and Doug Jensen
Nancy and Stephen Jevyak
Frances and Roger John
Bill and Sue Johnson
Jill Johnson
Justin Johnson
Kim Johnson
Lori Johnson
John Jones
Rachel Jones
Sheila and Christopher Jones
Judy Josephs
Brian Juda
Carol Kadet
Dee Dee and Doug Kahn
Denise Kamber
Mary Susan Kanvik
Cheryl and Allen Kaplan
Kelly Karbon
Elizabeth Kauffman
Barry and Tamie Kaufman
Marge Keely
Stephanie Kehres
Allyn Keiser
Cory Keller
Dwight Keller
Tom Kelly
Anne Kennedy
Andrew Kenney
Paul Kent
Brad Kern
Kathryn Kerr
Laurie Kessler
Holly Khodadadeh
James Kidwell

Dennis King
Sandra and Steven King
Vicki and Jim  King
Carolyn Kinville
Chris Kirkpatrick
Sonnie Kirtley
Suzanne and Timothy Klapp
Jared Klein
Micki and Walter  Kloss
John Knapp
Sarah Knoll
Harry Koehnemann
John Koehring
Jenna Kohl
Joanne Konrath
Cortni Kossmeyer
Maddaline and Scott Kostyra
Linda and James Kotusky
Sarah Krakauer
William Krauss
David Kreager
Judy Krolikowski
Susan and Richard Kulczycki
John Kuntz
Noella Kuntz
Esty Kurti
Patty Kutz
Michael and Margaret Kuzel
Marian Kuzma
Elias and Mary  Lampos
Laurie LaPat-Polasko
Daniel Laraway
William LaRuffa
Pruitt Layton
Linda Leblang
Bryan Lee
John Leghorn
Patrick Lehmann
Evan Leibner
David Lemire
Honey Levin
Melissa and Anthony Levin
Rosalind and Leon Levine
David Lewis
Laurel Lewis
Stetson Lewis
Jean and Mark Linskens-Lasee
Marsha and Steven Lipps
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William and Geraldine Lloyd
Deborah Locke
Yvonne and Wayne Locke
Barbara Lombardo
David Long
Mitch Louie
Joan Lowell
Toni Lucia
Susan and Bill Luhrs
Roger and Barbara Lurie
Maimon and Barbara Lusky
Wendy Macfarland
Sue and Frank Maglietta
John Majewski
Eric Malmberg
Tamara Manero
Paul Manget, III
Carl Mangine
Michael Manross
Floyd and Jeanne Marsh
Judith and William Marshall
Brad Martin
Paul and Carrie Martinson
Linda and Peter Maslowski
Daniel Massey
Patricia and Peter Matone
Janet Matthews
Michael Matthews
Tom and Sarah Matthews
Linda and Tom Mattison
Robert Mawk
Majorie McCabe
Liz McClure
Ronald and Mary Beth  McCullagh
Curtis McCullohs
Irene McFadden
Laura McFarland
Lynn and Jeff McFarland
Patsy McGaughy
Ken McGinty
Marc McGowan
Chuck McGrath
Kevin McKee
Todd McKittrick
Hannah McKolay
Jeanne McLaughlin
Sharon McLaughlin
Mancy McManus

James and Marilyn McNamee
Robin McNeely
Matt and Kerri McWenie
Keri Means
Stuart Meckler
Mario Mediati
Betsy Mennell
Donna and Donald Merkle
Don and Cathy Meserve
Henry Messing
Elizabeth and John Metzger
Marlene Meyers
Peter Meyers
Janice Miano
Judy and Art Mielke
Aniko Miko
Linda Milhaven
Mike Milillo
Barbara Miller
Donna Miller
Gus and Margaret Miller
James Miller
Chris Milligan
Gerrie and Grant Mills
Glen Missner
Laura Mitchell
Mary Lou Mobley
Marsha Mock
Mark Monn
Loren Monson
Mark Morales
Sharon Morell
Christa and Martin Morris
MacArthur Morrison
Mona Morstein
Peggy and Bill Moss
Kawtar Mossadak
Jane Moty
Katie and Mike Mueller
Maureen Mullen
Mickey Murphy
Claire Musser
David Musser
Nori and Bill Muster
Harvey Nagin
Mariya Nariychuk
John Neibling
Diana Nelson
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Larry and Carol Nelson
Roger Nelson
Steven Niemi
Jeff Nobel
Lois Nuthals
Joe Nychay
Kenneth Oba
LuAnn and Terry Oburn
Shelley Okey
Jennie Oleksak
Stella Oliveras
Kenneth Olsen
Marlene Olson
Dino Ortis
Richard and Charlene  Osborne
Michael Oster
William Osterman
Marie and Lee Ostrander
Justin and Matthew  Owen
Ryan Ozias
Richard Paddock
Susan Paetz
Carolyn Painter
David Panchisin
Penny Papadopoulos
John Parente
Denise Parish
Rick and Linda Parsons
Donald Paskert
Patron Patron
Damien Patton
Dan Paulson
Jacqueline Pearson
Rachel Pearson
Carson Peck
Lisa Pennington
Linda Peshkin
Chuck and Sandee Peterson
Edwin Peterson
Katie Peterson
Darnell Pettengill
Susan and Donald Petty
RickyRey Pfadenhauer
Joanne Phillips
Lisa Phillips
Liz Phillips
Steven Phipps
Christine and Chris Pickett

Roy Pierson
Kirsten Poling
Paul Popson
Don and Michelle Porth
Phil and Jeri Pounds
Don and Barbara Prior
Robert and Mary Pruiksma
Bernard Pump
Nicholas and Karen Pyett
Quimby Quimby
John Rains
Jose Ramirez
Johni Rasmussen
Bill and Suzanne Reddy
Catherine Reel
Paul Reeves
Kenneth Reinstein
Wendy and Jeff  Rennert
Thomas and Mary Anne Reyman
Laure Reynolds
Nancy and Kevin Rhein
Bruce Rhoades
Donna Rice
Susan Richardson
Jerry and Elaine Riebling
Jill Right
Elizabeth Rimsza
Kristin Ringdahl
Joseph and Lisha Rink
John Ripp
Jessica Ritchey
Jerry and Myral Robbins
Susan and Barry Roberts
Colleen Robertson
Cynthia Robertson
Thomas Robertson
Laraine Rodgers
Karen Rogers
Lianna Rogers
Sam and Shirley Rogers
Amy Rohald
Lars Rojahn
John Roots
Marty Rosenstein
Eleanore Rosenthal
Dick and Constance Rosler
Bonnie and Lloyd Ross
Liz Ross
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Jennifer and David Roth
Ellen Rothenberg
Joanne and Louis Rother
Dan Rothman
Marjorie Rothstein
David Rozenfeld
Gail Ruby
Donald and Barbara Ruff
John Runberg
Fred Rustam
Amy and Paul Sabol
Gerald Salas
Amanda and Kevin Salt
Bill Sands
Craig Sandvik
Steve Sardo
Mike and Stephanie Savastio
Steve Scatino
Alan Schallop
Kurt Scheider
Jeffrey and Barbara Schlein
Stan and Mary Schloz
Chris and Bob Schmidt
Shelly Schmucker
Brian Schnurr
Nancy Schoenbucher
Fred and Sharon Schomer
Stacey Schott
Heather and Walter Scott
Jane Seamans
Enid and Michael Seiden
Gary Shapiro
Judy Shelton
Georgia and Christopher Sherman
Cathy Sigalas
Charles and Sarah Silcox
Anita Silmser
Eve and Ernest Simon
Mary Simons
Kenneth Simpson
John and Kay Sims
Jeffrey Sivill
Julie and Marshal Smart
Mike and Ruth Smilg
Bradner Smith
David and Diana  Smith
Jeffrey and Melissa Smith
Kent Smith

Judy Snitzer
Carlotta Soares
Anna and Bill Solley
Sarah Song
Jeff and Geneva Sorum
Bill Sowle
Jane Spicer
Kate Spire
Lolita and Mark Spiro
Robin Sprague
Scott and Tiffany Sprague
Steven Springsteel
Joseph St. Onge
Paul and Mary Staker
Karl Stambaugh
Millie and Marv Stammen
Shirley Stanhope
Carl and Wendy Stein
Nikki and Charles Stein
Margaret Stemmler
Joan Stempski
Deborah Stenman
Bill and Donna Stewart
Paul and Judy Stober
Dave Stoker
Marianna And Eric Stone
Kim Stroka
Kenneth Studer
Sue Sturzenegger
Robert Sullo
David Svec
Traci Swanson
Jeffrey and Joann Tang
Nigel Taplin
Marsha and Drew Tapolcai
Jill Taylor
Roslyn Tayne
Douglas and Pam Templeman
Scott Teplitz
Sophia Tesch
Lisa Thain
Jennyann Thilmany
Bill Thomas
Frances and Walt Thurber
Susan Tibbles
Charles Tiber
Ann and Tom Timmer
Matthew Tinyo
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Melanie Tluczek
Marilyn Tollefson
Michael Tollefson
Robert and Susan Torassa
Kathryn and Bruce Toro
Roger and Barbara Trapido-Lurie
Robert and Elizabeth Tucker
Susan Tucker
Jeff Turner
Graham Twaddell
Sam Tweeton
Nina and Steven Ulrich
Tom Van Stiphout
Sara Van Why
Kyle Vasquez
Kevin Veenstra
Scott and Janine Vineberg
Virginia and Chuck Voinovich
Donna and Michael Vollmer
Searle and Susan Wadley
Paula Wagner
Shirley Wagner
Margery Wakefield
Chrissy Walker
Michael Walker
Anne Wallace
Susan and John Wanat
Barb Wang
Kevin Waring
John and Leslie Warner
Maria Warner
Kathy Warpole
Leslie Warshaw
Susan Waskey
James Watkins
Arthur and Judith Watt
Philip Weddle
Scott Weeks
Leonard and Jessica Weiss
Patricia Weitzman
Nora Welsh
Mark and Sylvia Wermes
Elise and Joshua Wessel
Jim Westberg
Andrew Whitaker
Gladys and Stan Whitcomb
Brian Whitehead
Jerry Wiatrowski
Vic and Ginia Wickersham

Jane Williams
David Wilson
Randi and Thomas Wilson
Wendy and Don Wilson
Ann and Richard Winkler
Steve Winter
Chuck Wirtanen
Gregory Wittcoff
Deborah Witte
Robert and Janet Witzeman
Carol Wolff
Tracey Wolsko
Gary Wood
Jeanne Woods
Jane Workinger
Christian Wuflestad
Kawtar Wuflestad
Mike Wunch
Mark Xerxis
Bob York
Patricia Zabel
Patrick Zabriskie
Rebecca Zandarski
Mike and Janice Zener
Jeff Zimmerman
Tara Zoellner
Elizabeth Zutter
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CORPORATE AND 
FOUNDATION DONORS
Champions ($10,000+)
Arizona Office of Tourism
Fred Runnels Padgett Charitable Foundation
Ingebritson Family Foundation
Rocket Companies
Storyrock Development Corporation
The Bob & Renee Parsons Foundation
The Morton H. Meyerson Family Foundation
Thunderbirds Charities

Leaders ($5,000 - $9,999)
Arizona Public Service
Arizona Republic
AT&T
Cardinals Charities
Kimley Horn
Scottsdale Community Endowment Fund
Wespac Construction, Inc.

Advocates ($2,500 - $4,999)
Cox Communications
Intel 
Rocky Mountain Support Services
Scottsdale Saguaros
Scottsdale Rotary 

Guardians ($1,000 - $2,499)
Goldman Sonnenfeldt Foundation
Herbert R. Drinkwater Youth Services Fund
Scottsdale Employee Endowment Fund
Swaback Architects
Virginia G. Piper Charitable Trust

Allies ($250 - $999)
AmazonSmile Foundation
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Chubb Charitable Foundation
Gust Rosenfeld
HBS & SMS Family Foundation
JP Morgan Chase Foundation
Morgan Stanley Global Impact Funding Trust
Prestige Cleaners
Unitek Learning

Friends ($25 - $249)
Bassett-Stern Charitable Fund
Greater Twin Cities United Way
Horseshoe Elementary School
Kayser Family Foundation
Kroger Community Rewards
Medtronic Foundation
North American Butterfly Association
Pinnacle Presbyterian Church Deacons
Rockwood Natural Medicine Clinic
Sagewood Institute of Lifelong Learning
Valley of the Sun United Way
Verde River Golf & Social Club

This donor list includes donations made between July 1, 2021 through June 30, 2022. Every effort 

has been made to ensure that it is accurate and complete.   

We apologize if your name has been omitted or otherwise inaccurately reported. Please contact  

us at (480) 998-7971, so we may correct our records. 



www.mcdowellsonoran.org

Phone: 480-998-7971

BUSINESS OFFICE
15300 N. 90th Street, Suite 400

Scottsdale, AZ 85260

MAILING ADDRESS
8175 E. Evans Road, #12817 

Scottsdale, AZ 85260

OUR MISSION: 
The McDowell Sonoran Conservancy  

preserves and advances natural open space 
through Science, Education and Stewardship.

Thank You Donors!


