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Dear Community Partner,
 What an incredible year FY 2020  
has been for the McDowell Sonoran  
Conservancy mission! We now have a 
small, professional, full-time staff, along with  
700+ volunteer stewards who contributed 
more than 63,000 hard-worked hours  
towards our goals.
 The generous contributions from donors 
like you make it possible for us to achieve 
our objectives of expanded awareness in 
our local community and beyond.
 As you will learn in the coming pages, we 
have expanded and improved programs to 
support our mission, allowing us to: preserve 
land and increase awareness of the need for 
natural open space; provide access to free 
educational and experiential opportunities for 
all—with an ever-increasing focus on youth 

and underserved communities; expand  
scientific research to impact the McDowell 
Sonoran Preserve, the region and beyond.
 Looking ahead, we have a number of 
exciting initiatives, outreach opportunities 
and programs in the works, which will depend 
heavily upon the continued support of donors 
like you.
 It is my honor and privilege to lead this 
organization, and none of this would be 
possible without your support. I hope we can 
count on your continuing encouragement 
and engagement with the McDowell Sonoran 
Conservancy, where science is in our nature. 
 As you read more about our achievements 
and initiatives, I welcome your feedback.

Justin Owen, CNAP
Chief Executive Officer
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Science

Arid and semi-arid environments, like the Sonoran 
Desert, are the least-studied of all environments, 
yet they cover over 40% of the world’s landmass. 
By 2040, it’s estimated at least 50% of the world’s 
population will live in these environments. It is 
essential to determine how to live within them in a 
sensitive and sustainable way.  

The McDowell Sonoran Conservancy Parsons Field 
Institute, in collaboration with donors like you, is 
conducting a number of scientific research projects 
aimed at this important mission.

Wildfire-Prevention Research
Non-native, invasive plants are one of the major 
threats to biodiversity worldwide. Wildfires in many 
areas of the world are caused, and worsened, by the 
fuel-load generated from invasive plant species.  
In partnership with the City of Scottsdale, the  
Conservancy is researching different removal  
techniques to compare cost-effectiveness and  
impact on native plant communities. The results will 

directly benefit the Preserve and will also be shared 
broadly with regional partners, and beyond, including 
through international journals, conferences, and public  
outreach. At the same time, with the help of our  
volunteer base, we are actively removing invasive  
species from the Preserve and recruiting and training 
other organizations to do the same across the region. 

Through cooperation, research, and implementation 
of remedies that work, we can all make a difference  
in helping to protect the Sonoran Desert, and arid 
lands, for generations to come.

Desert Restoration
In addition, the Conservancy is actively  
researching innovative approaches for  
restoration of damaged areas, including  
wildfire-affected landscapes. We recently  
completed a study of past restoration practices,  
with findings published in an international  
peer-reviewed journal to be shared with  
land managers in arid lands across the globe.  

Science Mission: Conduct 
ecological research through  
partnerships and citizen science 
to inform long-term natural 
resource management of the 
Sonoran Desert. 

Leveraging Our Scientific Research on a Broader Scale
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This year, the Conservancy initiated two, new,  
restoration field studies; and, we completed a  
four-year study of how to restore degraded land.  
Those results will also be submitted for publication.

Soil Crust Experiments 
Have Global Impact
As part of our satellite program at Northern 
Arizona University, we continue with our soil 
crust experiments, which involve “growing” soil 
crust in controlled environments and then trans-
ferring the crusts to the field for establishment in 
disturbed areas. Results to date show that in only 
11 weeks, crusts increased by 38-62% in the 
controlled environments. This type of growth in 
its natural environment can take more than 15 
years! We have now replanted the grown crusts 
in the natural desert for the ultimate test of 
viability. This research will have global impact in 
the fight against dust storms because missing 
soil crusts contribute to dust storms, which can 
lead to rapid environmental degradation and 
negative consequences for life at all levels. 

RestoreNet Field Trial Collaboration 
With the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS)
Over the past year the Conservancy initiated  
a region-wide field trial called RestoreNet in 
collaboration with the USGS. The initiative  
provides an opportunity to compare restoration 
practices in the Sonoran Desert with those being 
used in other North American deserts. This large-
scale experiment helps identify conditions and 

approaches that are most suitable for different 
disturbance conditions in a changing climate.  
The McDowell Sonoran Conservancy is a global 
partner in protecting biodiversity. 

The McDowell Sonoran Preserve is home to  
more than 1,000 types of plants and animals—
identified by our Parsons Field Institute and Citizen 
Scientists—making the Preserve one of the richest 
ecological areas in the valley. This year, the  
Conservancy added nine mammals to its  
species list, which tripled the number of bats  

identified, and added the iconic Ringtail.

The Conservancy monitors the health of the  
Preserve, not only by tracking species, but by 
applying scientifically-sound monitoring 
techniques to identify whether target-species 
groups maintain their populations in the face 
of urbanization and climate change. This data 
is shared with regional and global partners 
through online databases.

417 plant types

178 bird species

39 mammal species

36 reptile and amphibian species

More than 350 invertebrate types

science is in our nature
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Education
Education Mission: Inspire,  
develop and support 
environmental stewardship 
of the Sonoran Desert and 
natural open space through 
impactful education.

The Changing Nature of Education
Conservancy Kids Online

COVID-19 has  
encouraged us all 
to be more creative. 
With that in mind, 
and with the goal 
of continuing our 
support for youth, 
teachers and  
parents, in March 
of 2020 the 
Conservancy 

launched Conservancy Kids Online. 

Formatted as weekly video newsletters delivered 
by email, these new, youth-education offerings 
combine inquiry-based exploration with  
structured lesson plans designed for both teacher 
and parent implementation. 

Hard copies of materials were also provided free of 
charge so schools could print and send them home 
with children who may not have internet access. 

Conservancy Kids Online will continue to provide 
fun, interactive lessons to help youth understand 
their place in our ecological environment and how 
they can help support its health.

Expedition Days
Prior to COVID-19, the Conservancy held its 
annual, flagship, STEM program: Expedition 
Days. Hosted at the Lost Dog Wash Trailhead, the 
curriculum was re-written this year to incorporate the 
new Arizona Science Standards, and to emphasize 
place-based learning that helps youth understand 
their place in the Sonoran Desert. 

The event continues to center on Title I students 
from across the Valley. The revised program also 
delivers ready-to-use lesson plans for teachers 
that are in keeping with state guidelines, allowing 
Expedition Days to provide meaningful support as 
teachers work to fulfill new state standards.



This past year, the Conservancy committed to a goal of becoming  
a regional leader in adult, youth, and steward conservation  

education by increasing public understanding and appreciation  
of desert environments, leading to systemic change. 

Due to generous donations, the Conservancy was able to double the 
student capacity of this year’s Expedition Days. 

Saturday remained “public day” as we welcomed families and multi- 
generational groups to learn from the student lessons as well as  
additional stations produced by stewards and partners.
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Adult Education
The Conservancy believes that through education, we all become part of the environment, 
and will learn to respect and value our unique and diverse desert ecosystem.

Each year new activities are added that focus on encouraging all to become stewards of the land. 
This year, we added Sensory Hikes to the Nature as Therapy program, as well as topic-driven,  
educational bike rides. We also increased the number of planned, free public hikes and bike  
rides to over 150. Moving forward the Conservancy will continue to seek ways to encourage our  
community to understand and appreciate the world in which they live.

Nearly 50,000 adults participated 
this year in Conservancy facilitated 

hikes, bike rides, walks, lectures and other 
activities, offering many adults 

their first Sonoran Desert experience.

EDUCATIONAL BIKE RIDES
All educational bike rides have a specific focus on topics such as  
regional history, native flora, wildlife and conservation.

INTERPRETIVE HIKES
Interpretive Hikes are interpretive, walk-and-learn experiences. These 
flat, short, easy “hikes” are ideal for those who would not normally use 
the Preserve, and do not see themselves as “hikers,” but would still like 
to experience the desert. Interpretive Hikes offer us a unique opportunity 
to expand our educational reach, and to develop new, non-typical  
supporters of the Conservancy mission.

“NATURE AS THERAPY” HIKES
These are another type of interpretive hike that include frequent stops 
to discuss using the five senses, This successful and highly-requested 
hike has of focus of mindfulness and appreciation of our place within 
the desert environment.

GUIDED HIKES
Free, public hikes continue to expand in frequency and number. More lead 
stewards are being trained so that we can keep up with the demand for 
these popular programs.
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Stewardship
Stewardship Mission: Train 
and equip 700+ volunteer 
stewards with the knowledge, 
tools and structure needed  
to discover, learn and  
ultimately teach people to  
be stewards of the land.

Stewardship is at the Heart of Everything We Do
Our volunteer-steward population continues 
to grow as more locals and seasonal-residents 
commit to joining us in delivering our mission of 
becoming stewards of the land. We aim to teach our 
stewards, so that, in turn, they can teach others.

The Conservancy currently has over 700 dedicated 
and skilled stewards who work tirelessly to deliver 
meaningful experiences, both within the McDowell 
Sonoran Preserve and the Sonoran Desert at large.  

With the arrival of COVID-19, many programs were 
severely impacted and in March, 2020, we made 
the difficult decision to pause all public-facing  
activities to ensure the safety of both the community 
and our stewards. Up to that point, the Conservancy 
was on track to deliver the most events, as well  
as impact the largest number of people, in our  
29-year history. 

Through COVID-19, the Conservancy continued  
scientific research, as well as trail-maintenance and 
trail-ambassador activities—all with an overarching 
focus on social distancing and safety. 

A Look Back
Throughout the past year, the Conservancy:

 • Patrolled the Preserve’s 225 miles of trails  
  (two thirds of stewards help patrol the 
  trails regularly on foot, bike and horses),   
  identifying trail-condition issues. 
 • Partnered with the City of Scottsdale to   
  maintain trails, including involvement in   
  over 400 projects to both repair 
  identified trail concerns and mitigate 
  potential trail hazards. All projects outcomes
  are geared towards visitor safety and 
  optimum trail conditions for hiking, biking  
  and equestrian use.
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 • Advised and assisted over 34,000 visitors 
  at trailheads, and over 12,000 on trails, to  
  maximize their enjoyment and ensure 
  their safety. 
 • Held 124 free hike and bike events,   
  although an additional 30 had to be  
  postponed due to COVID-19. Even so, 2,300 
  regular trail users and new visitors attended
  the 124 events to enjoy the interpretative
  and fitness aspects they provided.

 • Delivered education to youth, families   
  and adults through place-based and 
  virtual learning opportunities. Long-term 
  plans include both in-person and virtual 
  events allowing the Conservancy to expand 
  the number of people impacted and 
  encouraged to become stewards of the land.

 • Involved an increasing number of stewards 
  and community members in scientific  
  research in the Preserve.

The McDowell Sonoran Conservancy currently has 700+ stewards. During 2019,  
these stewards provided 63,000+ volunteer hours, representing 
a value of $1.5M, or the equivalent of almost 50 full-time staff. 
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New Trailheads
During 2020, the Conservancy partnered with the 
City of Scottsdale to open the new Fraesfield and 
Granite Mountain Trailheads. Each of these trailheads 
includes interpretative signage and trailhead ambassador  
service to enhance the visitor experience. 

We are currently partnering with the City of Scottsdale 
to complete a new interpretative trail at the Fraesfield 
Trailhead, which is planned to open in 2021.

A Look Ahead
Many Pastfinders have qualified as Site Stewards, 
which means they are able to identify and care for the 
historic sites within the Preserve.  

During 2020-21, the Conservancy will officially formalize 
the Site Steward Program for the Preserve. Working in 

conjunction with the City of Scottsdale, the Conservancy 
will further develop this program to ensure that  
historic sites are identified, monitored and protected 
for future generations.

Steward Appreciation
Conservancy stewards donated more than 63,000 
hours in 2020, which is valued at over $1,500,000 or 
almost 50 full-time employees. Many of our stewards 
are also financial donors, and in 2020 they donated over 
$230,000, representing an increase of 76% over the prior 
year. Our stewards truly believe in, and support, our  
mission, and we are incredibly thankful for them.

Without supporters like you, the Conservancy would 
not be able to deliver important services that make 
such an impact on both visitors and our community.



POINTS OF LIGHT
Creating a Global Culture of Volunteering
In December 2019, the McDowell Sonoran Conservancy concluded a year-long  
initiative with Points of Light —the world’s largest organization dedicated to volunteer 
service—and we were honored to receive Service Enterprise certification from 
the Governor’s Office of Youth, Family and Faith. A Service Enterprise is an  
organization that strategically leverages volunteers to achieve operational  
efficiency and greater social impact. The Service Enterprise Program helps organizations 
gain a greater return on volunteer investment to better achieve their mission. 

Achieving Service Enterprise certification is a very prestigious  
accomplishment for an organization. In fact, organizations that meet  
certification criteria join the top 11% of nonprofits nationwide in volunteer  
management and organizational performance. 

Accreditations

In 2019, the McDowell Sonoran Conservancy was officially selected as the host organization  
for the new Sonoran Desert Plant Species Specialist Group of the International Union of the  
Conservation of Nature (IUCN). This exciting initiative gathered regional, national and international  
partners from across the Sonoran Desert, with the long-term goal of comprehensively assessing the  
extinction risk to the more than 4,000 native plants of the Sonoran Desert. We are honored by this  
international recognition of our highly-respected, scientific organization. 

Regional projects and increased partnerships allow us to share research and findings with other specialists 
across our region and beyond. This broader sharing approach facilitates understanding and progress to  
ensure, together, we increase the resilience of our ecosystems, especially in face of climate change.

McDowell Sonoran Conservancy 
Internationally Honored
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Financials
Statement of Financial Position
FY 2020 - For the year ended June 30, 2020
  

CURRENT ASSETS   

 Cash $ 464,526 

 Other Assets 43,846 

 Investments 364,144 

 Fixed Assets 447,420 

 Contributions Receivable 153,812  

 Long Term Pledges Receivable 135,518 

 Total Assets $ 1,609,265 

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS   

 Current Liabilities 225,501 

 Long Term Liabilities 169,540 

 Net Assets Without Donor Restrictions 166,498 

 Net Assets With Donor Restrictions 1,047,726 

 Total Liabilities & Net Assets $ 1,609,265 

14

*Unaudited financials
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Statement of Activities 
FY 2020 - For the year ended June 30, 2020
  

REVENUES   

 Contributed Volunteer Services $ 1,502,018 

 Individual Contributions 584,095  

 Corporate & Events 181,409 

 Foundations 184,620 

 Program Services 126,265 

 Other Income 12,719 

 Total Revenues $ 2,591,125 

EXPENSES   
 Program Services 2,147,016 

 Fundraising 458,043 

 Administration 219,299 

 Total Expenses $ 2,824,358 

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS (233,233)    

NET ASSETS      

 Beginning of the Year $ 1,413,048 

 End of the Year $ 1,179,815   

*Unaudited financials
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INDIVIDUAL DONORS

For the calendar year ending December 31, 2019

The McDowell Sonoran Conservancy is grateful for the many people, companies, and organizations 
that supported our work through donations between January 1 and December 31, 2019. Every effort 
has been made to ensure that this list is accurate. Due to space constraints, we are only able to 
include those who contributed $25 or more. Regardless of the amount, your contribution helps us 
preserve and advance natural open space through science, education and stewardship in the  
McDowell Sonoran Preserve and beyond.

Champions ($10,000)
Anonymous

Bob and Hazel Clayton
Jim and Lynda Frantz

Rick Harrington
Bill Hurtle and Cathy Campbell-Hurtle

Christine and Rick Kovach
Lynn and Richard Mushorn

Roger and Patricia Riepe
Don and Ginia Shawl

The James C. and Norma I. Smith Foundation
Bob and Emily Vincent

Leader ($5,000 - $9,999)
Jeanine and Jim Allsup

Philip and Lydia Bell
Suzy and Craig Bruya

Bob and Gail Buuck
W. Thomas Castleberry
Rick and Judy Cooper

Dick and Jane Dana
Leslie Dashew and Jack Salisbury

Dan and Elaine Gruber

Don and Cindy Martin
Dennis and Jeanie Miller

Susan and George Mitchell
The Robert C. Nyman Fund

Art and Ginger Ranz
Kathy Taylor and Donald Pompliano

Pamela Wesala
John and Lynn White

Advocate ($2,500 - $4,999)
Matt Cardenas

Rich and Gloria Cochran
Tia Cottey

Sheryl and Bob Damico
Gasper and Laura Genovese

Phil and Susan Hagenah
John and Robbi Henrickson

Greg and Kathy Kruzel
Donald Pike

Peter Schlosser
Larry and Louise Shwartz

Craig and Karen Stull
Betsy and Scott Thornton

Donors
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Guardian ($1,000 - $2,499)
Andrea Aker
The Faye & Lee Alport Foundation
Debbie and Jeff Andrews
Jason and Jane Barlow
Shirley and Toby Baum
Tom Baum
Brad and Lisa Berry
Tony Bolazina
Richard Bourke
Jane Brady
Carol and Arthur Brandon
Pamela and Jim Chamberlain
Barbara and Stan Cohen
Steve and Alexi Conine
Elaine and Paul Cottey
Judy and Buzz Cummins
John and Kris DeWulf
Donna and Thomas Diederich
Doug Diehl
Jan Dolan
Tom and Martha Durham
Con and Joy Englehorn
Judy Falk
Donald and Diane Field
Jeanne and Nigel Finney
Andrew Gordon
Kevin and Julie Grady
Daniel Halcik Jr.
Burton and Virginia Halpern
David and Bridget Hay
Faith and Loyd Henson
Mike and Marianne Hermann
Jerry and Helen Holden
Janice Holden and Martin Collick
The F & C Hubbell Charitable Fund
Jana Huggins and Lee Nickloy
The Arizona Hughes and Bufka Family Fund
The Johnson-Kazar Charitable Foundation
Christie Lee Kinchen
Sandra Krause
Mayor W.J. “Jim” Lane
Cathy Long
David Lorenz
A. Lee Lundy
The Honorable Mary and Larry Manross
Elba Martinez
Lois and James McGinnis
Bill Moeller
George and Linda Parkins
Art Pearce II
Steven Power
Jean and Ralph Quinsey
William and Mary Ann Ruppert

Lynne and Floyd Russell
John Schneider
Scottsdale Fire Department
Jon Segona
Jackie and Edward Smock
Paul and Mary Staker
Trish and Greg Stark
Jim and Linda Stinson
Tom and Karen Stutz
Max and Steve Sukenik
Dale and Delores Rodman
BJ Tatro and Frank Romaglio
Jim and Nancy Tillinghast
Judith Travers
Toni Vallee
Leona and Howard Weinstein
Dan and Tara Welker
Lynne Weston-Pontikes
Mark Winkleman
Kristina Woods
The Woodward Fund 

Ally ($250 - $999)
Jason Alexander
Dale and Marie Andres
Christine Archibald
Laura Awazu
Sandra and Robert Batie
Peter Baumbusch
Jeffrey Berg and Debra Paget
Michael Bily and Christine Ford
Caroline Bissell
Karen and David Blass
Don and Claudia Brockway
Rosanna Brokaw
Katherine Brown
Robert and Angela Buch
Sheila and Jack Buchanan
Richard Buchbinder
David Buell
Bob and Tomi Burnand
Jon and Jan Campbell
William and Merrillee Chapman
Keith and Elaine Christian
Karen Churchard
Richard Clarke
Scot Claus
Diana and David Clay
Michelle Cross
Chris and Lana Crum
Philip DeAngelis
Colleen DeFoyd
Bette DeGraw
Shelley Diglacomo
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Glenn Duckworth
Edith and Paul Duckworth

David Duffee
Melanie Eberle

Gene and Delores Eilers
Karen and Kirk Erickson

Suzee and Joe Everhard
Bonnie Ewald

Franco and Mary Farina
Karen Fiala

Bernie Finkel
Sharon and Bruce Fitts

Won Fogel
Martha Fogler

For The Best Scottsdale PAC
Roger and Ethel Freeman

Mary and Dale Gardon
Jacques Giard and Mercedes Ballem

Mitch Glicksman
Elizabeth and Edward Goff

The Goldberg Family Multi-Generational Fund
Iris Goodman

John and Maria Gorsky
Henry Graef

Monique and Jerry Greene
John and Julia Griffin

Robin and Kurt Gusinide
Daniel Halcik

Stephen and Eleanor Hammerman
Dale and Jim Hardt

Jonathan and Nancy Harris
Thomas and Sally Hartley

Christine and John Hatfield
Peter and Suzanne Haverkampf

HBS & SMS Family Foundation
Cathy and Jim Heitel

Don Henninger
Bill Heob and Cheryl Runge

Margaret Hobart
Steve and Jean Holt

Sherri Hood-Zava
Cindie Hubiak

Mark Huston and Gayle Wilson
Albert Ingallinera Jr

Elaine Isbell
George and Laurie Jackson

Betty and Joseph Janik
Jim and Mary Beth Jansen

Eric and Debbie Jensen

Francie John
Bertrand and Beth Kaper

Andrea and Kenneth Keck
Kevin Kiesl

Ronald Komo
Virginia Korte

Michael Kuzel and Margaret Lehn
Marian Kuzma

William Lee
Michael Levenson

Jason Leveridge
Bob and Shari Levitan

Ralph Lipfert
Steven and Marsha Lipps

Joan Lowell
Jeffrey and Arlee Lund

Roger and Barbara Lurie
Len and Linda Marcisz

Angelique and Micah Martin
Mary Martuscelli

Susan Matthews and Fred Mirmelstein
Brandon Maxwell

Allison and Ronald Mayes
Cinda and Kevin McClain

Kathleen and Steven McClain
John McKelvey

Peggy McNamara
Jeff McQueen

Carl Mealha
Mary and Steven Menk

Donald Meserve and Cathy Hart
Linda Milhaven

David and Sharon Miller
Peggy Miller

Barbara Montgomery-Ratcliff
Donald Mowry

Nina and Brian Munson
Michael Muscara
James Nafziger

Sandy and Gary Neale
Doug and Judy Newton

Joe Nychay
John and Linda Oliver

Rick Parsons and Linda Harrison-Parsons
Rick and Frances Pearce

Thomas Pfafman
Joanne Phillips

Theodora and Robert Potts
William and Karen Powell

s c i e n c e  i s  i n  o u r  n a t u r e
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With more than 30,500 acres in Scottsdale’s McDowell Sonoran 
Preserve, the McDowell Sonoran Conservancy oversees and  
protects the largest urban preserve in North America.  

Through our three pillars of Science, Education and Stewardship, 
we research, educate and raise awareness of the importance of 
conservation and stewardship of the land.
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Robert and Sheila Press
Barb Pringle

Jeff Quirk
Don and Liz Raiff

Rich and Leanne Reel
Jim and Susan Reeves

John Reich III
Kevin Rhein

Jerry Riebling
Deborah and Patrick Riley

Edgordo Rivera
Carmel and Ian Robbins
Cathi and Scott Roberts

Thomas Roche
Bob Roliardi

Paul Romeo and Lynne Stark
Adam Rosenberg

Judith and Ed Rubin
Rachel and Joseph Sacco
Rachel and Scott Sahlman

Ruthie Salant
Vikki Scarafiotti

Pamela and Jim Schembs
Tricia Scrivner

Enid Seiden
Len Shindel

Holly and Anil Shrikhande
John and Charlotte Silvester

Mary and Denis Slawsby
Jennifer Smiljanich

Jim Smith
Diana and David Smith

Joe and Madonna Smyth
Chris and Liz Sokolowski

Scott Spirek
Ryan Stack

Nick and Trina Stavropoulos
Sandra and Vincent Streech

Tim and Kay Stringari
Michael Swindling

Eileen Talty
Cheryl Thomsen and Tom Heideman

Walter and Frances Thurber
Tom and Ann Timmer

Jeff Turner
Byron Ubernosky

Rich and Kathy Umfrid
Jennifer Unger

Lindsay Vanegas

Maryse Vigneault
Denise Villalon

Rainer and Marie Von Minden
Anne Walsh and Steven Buller

Arthur and Judith Watt
Meg Way

John Webster
Linda Whitehead

Wild Bunch Desert Guides, LLC
Darrel Wood

Shung and Tse Fang Yeh
Joe Zazzera
The Zia Trust

Patti and Reid Ziegler
John Zikias

Greg Zugmier

Friend ($25 - $249)
Robert Abeln

Jan and Sara Acker
Christine Ackerson

Ann Adams
Jacquelyn Ahrenberg

Gina Aiken
Mary Julia Albert

Greg Albert
John and Sue Alcock

Richard and Sharon Allen
Andrea Alley

Harvey Alstadter
Katelin Anderbery
Marilyn Anderson
Christine Andras

Leanne Andreasen
Lisa Andrews

Keith Angel
Maryanne Annan

Barbara and Joseph Anshell
Lisa Anthony

Apache Wells Thursday Hiking Club
Paul Arnold

Emily Austin
Patricia Badenoch
Gail and Mike Baer

James Ball
Gretchen and Jeffrey Barylak

Ann and Robert Bates
Janice and Robert Batt
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Brian and Jeanne Batzli
Alice and Jim Bauder
Peggy and Fred Bauer
Kerri Baune
Annie Baxter
Donita Beckham
Judith Bedford
JP Bedirian
Richard Bednarski and Alice Arreta Hamrick
Holly Begley
Helene and Richard Behr
Lael Beier
David Bellama and Nancy McCharen
Bill Bennett
Kim Benson
Bruce Bentcover
Joyce Berk-Lippincott
Lisa Berman
Bill and Elma Bernert
Paula Robert Bernier
Janet Betts and Thomas French
Victoria Bibbins
John Bielenberg
Kathleen Bienkowski
Nancy Bill
Julia Billings
Gary and Janet Binder
Norman Bizon
Joe Blankenship and Pat Bauer
Charles Bock
Dawn and Steve Boeck
Linda Bommarito
Tom and Holly Borgman
Susan Bottiggi
Denise Brasile
Sharon Brewer
Louise and Greg Bridges
Hannah Brisso
Betsy and Kent Bro
Ann Broadwell
Lee and Eileen Brodsky
Robert Brojanowski
Arlene and Keith Bronstein
Robert and Beverly Brooks
Marcia and Sloan Brooks
Alice Brovan
Terry Brown
Rosemary Brown
Joni and Ken Brown
Chip Brown
Margaret Bruns and Bob Fisher
Roberta and Robert Buchanan
Virginia Buchman
Lorrie Buerkle

Shelley and Wayne Bumgardner
Dolores Burdette
John and Julie Burgraff
Douglas Burkett
Pam Burr
Helgard Burri
Rick Burris
Mary Burritt
Dan Buskirk
Sam Campana
Katie Campana
Bradley and Joann Campbell
Susan Campbell
Howard and Carol Caplan
Frank and Rita Cardello
Elizabeth Carey
Mary Carlson
Klaudene Carranza
Cindy Carter
Jakki Casey and Patrick Allen
Stacey and Rory Cassedy
Carlos Castaneda
John and Julie Caviness
Michelle Cesare and Douglas Anderson
Katherine and Luke Challis
Peggy Chamberlain
Nancy Chaney
Peter and Diana Chasar
Tom and Diane Child
Kim and Bob Chmel
Jessica Chornesky
Richard Chrisman and Susan Stark
Ed and Pam Chu
The Chubb Charitable Foundation
Eugenia and John Clark
Ralph Clifft
Gary and Susan Cline
Lisa Clubb
Martin Cole
Joe Colianni
Jennie and George Compton
Patricia and Louis Comus
Nancy Conover
Mary Contreras
Mary Conway
Daniel Cottrell
Lauren and Nicholas Coury
Cay Cowie
Robert Crawford
Bluebird Crossman
Kathleen and James Cummings
Hannah Cummiskey
Claren Cummiskey
Reidun Daeffler
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Doris Dale
Richard Dale

Jeanne Danaher
Ann Darke

David Davis
Diane Davis and Fred Krakowiak

Jona Davis
Patricia Davis

Mike Davitt
Lori Dawe
Tara Deck

Ethel DeMarr
Kristin DeNeice

Natalie Ann DePace
Desert Pointe Garden Club

Joanne and Nick Desien
William and Lorraine Dicke

James Dickover
Robert Dixon

Steve and Lynn Dodd
Sondra and Michael Dorman

Teresa Dorn
Johnathan Douglas

Deborah Downs
Drew Drazin

Julius Drelick
Timothy Dube

Jeff and Joanne DuPilka
Linda Dupont

Denis Duran
Suzanne Durkin-Bighorn

Kathy Dwyer
Patricia Eckel

Jim and Kaitlin Eckler
David and Rita Edge

Barbara Edwards
Ralph Edwards

Rebecca Edwards
Michael Emen

Carter and Suzanne Emerson
Geriann Engle

Gabrielle Enriquez
Stephen and Laurel Epstein

Lisa and Brian Everroad
Shirley Eyden

Gary Ezzell
Deborah Farstead

Barbara and James Faulkner
Lisa Feltrin and Dave Perry

Kathleen Ferayorni
Edward and Gail Ferguson

Steven Fields
Kim and Karen Fieldstad

Michael Fiflis
Julia Fink

Henry and Priscilla Fiola
Stacy and Aron Fischer

Lisa Flanagan
Teresa and Bradley Forst

Ronald Forti
Gregg and Madelyn Foster

Larry Foster
Sharon Fox
Peter Frank

Nancy Freeman
Robert Freund

Katherine Fridovich
Steven Fuchs

Joan Fudala
Barbara and Fred Fuhs

Pam Gaber
Dee Gardner

Susan Gardner
Rose Mary Gardner

Elliot Gartner
Kathy Geiger-Schwab

Joseph Geoghegan
Philip Gerisilo

Deborah Germundson
Julie Giglio

Jill and John Gilbert
Doug Gilliatt
Neil Giuliano

Jane Gladwin
Michael and Lisa Goldberg

David A. Goldberg
Dennis and Margaret Goldman

Susan Goldsmith
Robert and Mary Gordon
Eileen and Marc Gottlieb

Gale and Nyles Gradus
Anne Gray
Etty Green

Gerald and Carol Grethen
Marcia and Bob Grieve

Sheila Grinell
Tony Guiterman

Melinda Gulick



23

Gaylord Haas
Karen and Dick Hadley
Susan Hahn
John and Judy Hahn
Karen Hajek
Meredith and Jake Hale
Myrna Hales
Steven and Susan Halstedt
Susan Hamm
Sally Hansler
Johanna Harden
Bill Haring Jr. and Carol McSweeney
Marilyn and Dennis Harkins
Terri Harris
James Harris
Cindy Haubold
Mary Haumesser
Neal Hawkins
Greg and Roberta Heine
Wendy Heller-Stein and Carl Stein
Stephen Hertzfeld
Deirdre Heymann
Joe Hickey
Samantha Hickox
Michael Hicks
Mark Hiegel
Darcy Hill
Lou Ann and Tom Hillman
Sean and Lana Hinchey
KellyAnne Hjort
Cheri Hodges
Ellen and James Hodos
Greg Hoffman
Randy and Allison Holland
Linda Holman
Nicole Holmes
John and Sandra Holmes
Terry Holmes-Stecyk
Valerie Holton
Holly Hosford-Dunn
Cheryl House
Kathy and William Howard
Kenneth Hrubes
Anastasia Huiner
David Hume
Mel Hund
Karen Hunnicutt
Steve Huser
Scott and Nancy Idzorek
Sylvia Imm
Marilyn Irvin
Pat and Tod Isaacson
Dennis Iverson
Susan Iwasiuk

Douglas Jabour and Pam Templeman
Bill and Karen Jackson
Louisa Jaskulski
Kirtley and Sheila Jenkins
Douglas and April Jensen
Susan and William Johnson
Justin Johnson
Lesley Johnston and Robert Johnston IV
John Jones
Susan Jorgensen
Judy Josephs
Fred Kalbrosky
Cheryl and Allen Kaplan
Kelly Karbon
Andrea Kaufman
L. Barry Kaufman
Elvira and Chuck Kaufman
Charles Keller
Cory Keller
James and Cathy Kelley
Stephen Kelley
Shelly Kelley
Virginia Kelley
Barbara Kelly
Tom Kelly
Andrew Kelly
Andrew Kenney
John Kessler
Shelia Kessler
Navaid Khan
James King
Dennis King
Vicki King
Chris Kirkpatrick
Suzanne Klapp
Frederick and Susan Klein
Micki Kloss and Walter Reed Connally
Susan-Oda and Bill Knese
Fredrico Knudsen
Lisa Kocks
John Koehring
Jenna Kohl
William Krauss
Sally Krieg
Judy Krolikowski
Thomas Kruzel MD
Kathryn Kudzia and Kirk Naismith
Susan Kulczycki
Brad Kunde
Noella Kuntz
Kimberly Kur
Lissa Kutik
Pat Kutzbach
Grace Laba
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Doras Ladd
Dora Lambert

Lori Lambert Calhoun
Mary and Elias Lampos

William Landon
Debbie Langenfeld

The Lanstrom Family Trust
Laurie LaPat-Polasko

Margaret and Mike Larrenaga
Roger and Angela Larson

James Layton
Carol Lease

Karen Lefford
David Lemire

Sharon and David Lemoine
Phillip Lester
David Lewis

Felicie Lewis
Laurel Lewis

Nancy and Robert Lewis
Susan Garrison Liming

Katy Linberg
Brett Lincoln and Ann Becker

Jean Linskens-Lasee and Mark Lasee
John Little

Cathy and Brad Littleton
Geraldine Lloyd

Stacy Lloyd
Zaida and Jim Locken

David Long
Michelle Lopez

Mitch Louie
Matt and Lynn Luger
Bill and Susan Luhrs

Nicholas Luongo
Toni and Jim Lusk

John Lynch
Mimi and Joseph MacFarlane

John Majewski
Mark Malcolm
Patrick Maney

Paul Manget, III
Carl Mangine

John Marcolla
Rick Markson and Jytte Methmann

Floyd and Jeanne Marsh
William and Judith Marshall

Harold and Martina Martin
Brad Martin

Paul and Carrie Martinson
Maria Maskell

Lee and Kathleen Matthews
Janet Matthews

Linda and Thomas Mattison
Kevin Maxwell

Larry and Laurie May
Mary Jo McCarthy

Jack McClellan
Ronald McCullagh

Laura McFarland
Mary Jo McGuire

Kevin McKee
Rhonda and Gordon McKenzie

Susan McLain
Jeanne McLaughlin

Alice McMurry
James and Marilyn McNamee

Matt McWenie
Keri Means

Stu Meckler
Melinda Medina
Susann Mercer

John and Carolynn Messer
Paul and Cora Messinger

John and Elizabeth Metzger
Marlene Meyers

Janice Miano
Marcia Middents

Aniko Miko
Mary Jo and Kennith Miller

Barbara Miller
Allen and Nancy Miller

Christopher Miller
Michael Milliken

Grant and Gerrie Mills
Patricia Minden

Polly and Margaret Mitchell-Guthrie
Christine Mollring

Mark Monn
Mary and Frank Montgomery

Marianne Moore
Christine and Steven Morgan

David Musser
The Bill Muster Foundation

Aaron Muth
Howard and Carol Myers

Kelly Neal
Roger Nelson



Georgia Nelson
James and Karen Nelson
Quynh-Chi Nguyen
Susan Niernberg
Kim Nikolaev
Kenneth Oba
Barbra O’Brien
Colin Odette
Brad and Mary Anna Ogden
Kenneth and Teresa Olsen
Kerry Olsson
Marybeth and Jonathan Openshaw
Denise Ortgies-Jones
Patricia and Milton Ortiz
Allison O’Shea
Bill Osterman
Marie and Lee Ostrander
Robin Ostroff
Richard Paddock
Garth Paine
Sandra Paley
David Panchisin
Penny Papadopoulos
John Parente
Cathleen and Gregg Patnode
Jacqueline Pearson
Brenda Pearson
David Peck
Ronald Pelech
Janet Pennewell
Michael Perna
Russ and Mika Perry
Linda Peshkin
Albert and Barbara Peters
Darlene Petersen
Chuck and Sandee Peterson
RickyRey Pfadenhauer
Diane Plennert
Jeri and Phil Pounds
Teresa and Abraham Pretorius
Donald Prior
Cathleen and Lawrence Prudhomme
Mary Pruiksma
Carrie Quilici
Kane Radel
Jose Ramirez
Trista Ratley
Brian and Judy Rea
Carole Read and Ted Read III
Bill and Suzanne Reddy
Shahdokht Reeder
Amorette Reid
John and JoEllen Reino
William Reisinger

Christopher and Marianne Rexer
Thomas and Mary Anne Reyman
Laure Reynolds
Jonathan Rice
Norman Richter
Michele and Scott Rifkin
Trina Riggle
Nadine Rippon and David Smith
Myral and Jerry Robbins
Dennis Robbins
Barry and Susan Roberts
Cynthia Robertson
Dale and Margie Robertson
Colleen Robertson
Sam and Shirley Rogers
Charles Rohm
John Roots
Diane Rosenberg
Jennifer Rosenberg
Eleanore Rosenthal
Dick and Constance Rosler
Michael Rossides
Ellen Rothenberg
Daniel Rothman
Lillian Rowell
Lynn Rubicam
Noel and Arlene Rudley
Mark Rudolph
Donald and Barbara Ruff
Eric and Jessica Runberg
John Runberg
Cathy Russo
Luke Salisbury
Amanda and Kevin Salt
Bob Sanders
Pat and Jerry Sands
William Sands
Luciana Santoni
Rachelle Sargent
Gary and Leslie Sawicki
Barbarajean Schaefer Blodgett
Joan and Michael Schaller
The Schlein Foundation
Stan and Mary Schloz
Robert and Catherine Schneider
Tim Schoenfelder
Fred and Sharon Schomer
Alban Schuele
Joanne and Jules Schulman
Heather and Walter Scott
William and Mary Scott
Julie Secontine
George Sedlacek
Christian Serena
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Phyllis Shafer
Heather Shankowsky

Robert and Vicki Shearn
Judy Shelton

Sharon and Douglas Sheram
David Shindel

James Shinners
Caren Siehl

Sherrill Sigmen
Charles and Sarah Silcox

Anthony Silverman
Lenore and Michael Simmons

Sandra Simon
Eve Simon

Matthew Singer
Tiffany Skall

Deborah Skehen
Carla and Jan Skladany

Skyline Spartans Lacrosse Club
Susan and Dennis Sloan
Julie and Marshal Smart

Ruth and Mike Smilg
Mary Smith

Gerald Snyder
Lynn Sobol

Linda Sosna
Bill Sowle

Martin Spong
Karl Stambaugh

Mark Stanton
Kathy Stanton

State of Arizona
Nikki and Charles Stein

Sharon Stern
Lori Stipp

Shelby Stuff
Karen and Ronald Sturm

Penny Stycket
Lawrence and Frances Sucharow

Robert Sullo
Randy Sumner and Susan Grieshober

Sun Lakes Hiking Club
Blake Sunshine

Tice Supplee
Marsha and Drew Tapolcai

Jill Taylor
Philip Teitelbaum

Trisha Tempo
Janet and Michael Teodori

Marlene and Mike Tessier
William Thomas

Jen and Paul Tobie
Marilyn Tollefson

Timothy Tomkovich
Matthew Torrance

Teri Troyky
Robert Tucker

David and Peggy Turner
Amit  and Anuka Upadhye

Gina Vadnais
Patricia Van Cleave

Jonathan Vann
Linda Vaughan
Susan Verellen

Julie Vidor
Virginia and Charles Voinovich

Searle Wadley and Susan Hart Wadley
Deborah Wagner

Charles Wain
Anne Wallace

Fred Walski
Susan and John Wanat

Elizabeth Warne and Larry Nestler
Kathy Warpole
Merl Waschler

Linda and Douglas Watson
Roxanne and James Weaver

Rocky and Deb Weber
Beverly Weiss
Janice Welch

Nora Welsh
Sylvia Wermes

Edward and Janice Werz
Russell Wetherell

Keith and Florence Wibel
Susan Wickes

Randi and Louis Wikler
Pamela Wilkes

Barbara Wille
Patricia Williamson

Don Wilson
Wendy Wilson

Charles Wirtanen
Sally Wirth

Gregory S Wittcoff
Janet Witzeman

James Wolf
William Wolf
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Twila Wolfe
Richard Woodward
Megan Wright
Mike Wunch
Mark Xerxis
Ariyah Yeskel
Robert York
Linda York
Patricia Zabel
Mike and Janice Zener
Lisa Zerkle
Carol Zimmerman
Alexandra and Paul Zloto
Tara Zoellner
Mark and Susan Zolno

CORPORATE AND 
FOUNDATION PARTNERS
Champions ($10,000+)
Arizona Community Foundation
Arizona Public Service
Cox Communications
Desert Botanical Garden
Fred Runnels Padgett Charitable Foundation
HonorHealth
Nina Mason Pullium Trust/Desert Botanical 
Gardens
Quicken Loans
Taylor Morrison
The Bob and Renee Parsons Foundation
The Morton H. Meyerson Family Foundation
Thunderbirds Charities
Virginia G. Piper Charitable Trust

Leader ($5,000 - $9,999)
Arby’s/FX4B, LLC
Arizona Diamondbacks Foundation
AZ Department of Forestry and Fire
Cardinals Charities
Cox Charities

DC Ranch Community Council
Dominant Events
GoDaddy
McShane Construction
Wells Fargo Foundation
Wespac Construction, Inc.

Advocate ($2,500 - $4,999)
Protect Our Preserve

Guardian ($1,000 - $2,499)
First Western Trust Bank
Hensley
Omaha Community Foundation
Target Circle

Friend ($25 - $249)
Amazon Smile Foundation
Arizona Highways
Cornell University
Foothills Community Foundation
Frank Lloyd Wright Foundation
Fry’s (Kroger) Community Rewards
Genuine Concepts
McCormick Ranch Women’s Association
National Concierge Association, Arizona Chapter
NSS Enterprises Inc
Redwood Electric  Cooperative
Rio Verde Horsemen’s Association
Rockwood Natural Medicine Clinic
Spectrum Legal and Consulting
The Sabol Agency
TisBest Philanthropy
Valley of the Sun United Way
Walkie Talkies
Westminster Village

This list includes donations made between January 1 and December 31, 2019. Every effort has been 
made to ensure that it is accurate and complete. We apologize if your name has been omitted or 
otherwise inaccurately reported. Please contact us at (480) 998-7971 so we may correct our records.
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Thank You
Donors!

www.mcdowellsonoran.org

Phone: 480-998-7971

BUSINESS OFFICE
7729 E. Greenway Road  

Suite 100
Scottsdale, AZ 85260

MAILING ADDRESS
8175 E. Evans Road 

#12817 
Scottsdale, AZ 85260

OUR MISSION: 
The McDowell Sonoran Conservancy  

preserves and advances natural open space 
through Science, Education and Stewardship.


