
Conservancy Kids 
We bring the Sonoran Desert to you! 

Welcome to Conservancy Kids! 

Become a junior scientist, exploring the natural world, asking questions, 
and making discoveries. Join us for an adventure that will take you          
outdoors, around the house, and into the incredible Sonoran Desert.        
Welcome to Conservancy Kids! We're excited to see you! 

What is a Keystone Species? 
The term "keystone species" is just a fancy way of saying "a really important species." Conservancy Kids know all 
species are important to an ecosystem--the disappearance of any one animal will negatively impact the whole 
system. However, scientists use the term "keystone species" to refer to an animal that has a particularly            
important (or key) role to play. The health of a keystone species can help scientists understand the health of the 
overall environment. 
 
P.S. Can you spot the furry photo bombers in the background?  

Keystone Species in Arizona 
Taylor and Nicole talk keystone species in Arizona. Stay tuned to learn more about the prairie dog in the            
Chihuahuan Desert and the saguaro in the Sonoran Desert and why they're so important to their ecosystems!  

Click to watch! 

Click to watch! 

Connect! 

Check out more Conservancy Kids Newsletters at https://www.mcdowellsonoran.org/education 

@mcdowellsonoranconservancy @mcdowellsonoranconservancy 

Connect a kid to nature 

Nicole Kallman, Education Manager 

Nicole loves science and exploration. In college, she studied physics 
and  biology. Now, she shares her excitement about science with  
others, encouraging everyone to follow in the footsteps of Miss    
Frizzle: "take chances, make mistakes, and get messy!"  

nicole@mcdowellsonoran.org 

Taylor R. Hanson 

Taylor is a young professional in wildlife biology and conservation. Currently 

working in Southeast Arizona, she wants to share with people the desert and 

it's incredible wildlife.  

More Keystone Species! 
Keystone species exist across the world in all ecosystems. Check out this short video to learn about three familiar 
animals that are keystone species.  

Click to watch! 

https://youtu.be/6ZHZnB2OCyI
https://youtu.be/EYoh--w72zY
https://www.mcdowellsonoran.org/education
https://mcdowellsonoran.kindful.com/?campaign=1065591
mailto:nicole@mcdowellsonoran.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JGcIp4YEKrc

