4/6/2020

Cave Creek, AZ - Official Site - Globe Chamomile 2019

Engage your community - connect to news, events and information you care about.

View more information...

Sign In

Search Cave Creek

You are here: Home > Services > Building and Fire Safety > Wildland Fire Prevention > Globe Chamomile 2019

Globe Chamomile 2019

Globe Chamomile

For Immediate Release 12/11/2019
First part in the Town of Cave Creek’s wildﬁre preven on series
It’s back: Globe Chamomile a ‘pre y’ invasive and combus ble threat for Cave
Creek
CAVE CREEK – Although the rain has been a welcomed sight in the Town of Cave Creek this winter,
unfortunately the added precipita on also brings ﬁre threats in the form of a small, yellow ﬂower
known as Globe Chamomile.
Globe Chamomile, which is an invasive weed, is also referred to as S nknet because of the vile
smell that eminates from its lacey leaves and causes severe allergy problems. Regre ably, the
smell is not the only problem with this weed.
Because Globe Chamomile is so proliﬁc, in the last few years it has infested the regional area, and
this “cute” ﬂower has taken over yards, parks, medians, open desert spaces, and any other inch of
soil it can lay root in. The blanket of yellow will eventually dry out with the warm weather, leaving
behind an abundant ﬁre fuel in its place.
The Town has already been taking a proac ve approach to controlling the spread of Globe
Chamomile reducing ﬁre risks by applying pre-emergent near Town guardrails and in medians. The
pre-emergent stops the plant’s seed from germina ng, preven ng it from blooming and spreading
the hundreds of seeds present in each ﬂower; which proliferates the infesta on.
The Cave Creek’s Public Works Department is working diligently to use the pre-emergent before
the invasive weed and ﬁre hazard blooms, and is currently in the process of applying it to the
medians on Carefree Highway and Cave Creek Road. Addi onally, Schoolhouse, Spur Cross,
Fleming Springs, and Highland roads, as well as Galloway Drive and 32nd Street’s shoulders are
slated to be treated next.
The Town has seen success in using pre-emergents as a way to prevent the blooming and spread
of Globe Chamomile, and the method has become more eﬀec ve as it is applied regularly year
a er year.
The Town of Cave Creek is urging residents to be proac ve in managing this invasive weed from
their proper es, helping reduce the ﬁre risks in Town by using a pre-emergent to stop it from
blooming and spreading.
A pre-emergent is your best friend in dealing with weeds as they do not typically kill established,
na ve plants, but rather it stops seeds from germina ng. There are many diﬀerent types and
brands of pre-emergents, and it is best for residents to speak with their landscapers or pest
control professionals about the best op on for their property.
However, in general Simazine or Pendimethalin are some of the best op ons for natural desert
landscape. It is important to apply the pre-emergent now, or as soon as possible before the Globe
Chamomile blooms.
https://www.cavecreek.org/index.aspx?NID=522
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ensure that it is properly watered in, or apply it 24-hours before at least an inch of rain occurs. The
eﬀec veness of the pre-emergent lasts approximately six months and should be applied to
proper es two to three mes a year.
For residents who are unable to stop Globe Chamomile from blooming and spreading on their
proper es this spring, it is recommended that people manually remove the weed by mowing it
down or pulling it to reduce ﬁre risks this season.
There are chemical op ons such as Ground Clear that can kill Globe Chamomile once it has
bloomed, but it must be applied away from plants, and its best to speak with a landscaping
professional ﬁrst before using.
For speciﬁc informa on pertaining your property contact your local landscaping or pest control
professional.
The Town has consulted with the staﬀ at Bug and Weed Mart and Whi ill Nurseries regarding how
to best treat for Globe Chamomile. Bug and Weed Mart can be reached
at: hello@bugweedmart.com. Whi ill Nurseries can be reached at: 602-268-9096.

Town of Cave Creek
37622 N. Cave Creek Rd.

Home

Site Map

Mobile

Copyright Notices

Cave Creek, AZ 85331

Contact Us

Accessibility

Apps Download

Powered by CivicPlus

Select Language ▼

(480) 488-1400
Monday through Thursday
7:00am to 5:00pm

https://www.cavecreek.org/index.aspx?NID=522

2/2

